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Chapter 1

Introduction
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Through the trees of Bodhi and Rain

3 B TF IR, SARS L R TR IE A - i anAs T AL A
TS, XARIRH > AP E LB A ST « B AL YT i BT 307 1 1
BN, EAb R R T A B STE L sk

When the journey comes to its end, my mind always wanders among the vivacities
of the Campus Green, from the ones with a frail look to the ones in a firm stand. She
sits so elegantly to the south of the modern and crowded Orchad Road while tenderly
embracing the musems and the Fort Canning park.
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Just beside the Amphitheatre, a tall Bodhi Tree erects in a elliptical parterre with
a sloping ground. A line is engraved on its marble fence to help visitors to know
more about the tree. However, you can easily miss it even if you walk by softly
without pulling up for a falling leaf. The line says “Ficus religiosa commonly refered

to as the Bodhi Tree, Pipal Tree, Sacred Tree and the Tree of Enlightenment”.
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To me, the Bodhi Tree is the eye of the Campus Green, through which I sense

the beauty of the spirals and periodicals of space and time. Every year after the



rainy days, the tree turns into yellowish green with leaves scattering around. All of
a sudden, it feels like a tropical autumn at the 1st parallel north. Unlike the fruity
autumns in the north, you feel no chills even in the early wet mornings. It’s more
like an autumn for matureness of knowledge and saneness of the mind, spreading to

corners far away.
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Numerous Rain Trees radiate out from the Bodhi tree and look out for each other
in the Campus Green. At the very beginning, I mistaked them as albizia julibrissins.
But they are taller than expected and have a different shape in leaves. Judging from
the colors of the flowers, they both are in a kind of attractive pink while the Rain

Trees’ flowers are much more soft in rays.
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From the large Collared Kingfishers to the tiny sunbirds, the Campus Green is
always a habitat to stop by. It’s a sound mixer of several kinds of birds with the

background tune of cars and sewers.
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Despite the heating sun waves at noon, I still prefer a walk through the campus to
Koufu. It feels like safaris in the jungle, as squirrels and the Red Junglefowls will cut
into the way to surprise you with no alarms. Each year, the fowls foster new-borns
and patrol down the hill till they emerse in the bushes of the campus.
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The crystal roof of Bras Basah spreads at the farther cornor from the Bodhi tree.
It mirrors the trees and the library tranquilly and only turns blurry in rains and winds.
On the other side of the campus, the papaya trees surprise us with their fruits each

time we walk by.
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I will try to run around to get her into the loops of my memories and restart my

universe from the moment on the reunion day!
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